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From Your President’s Desk
John Collins

Greetings from beautiful Downtown Mount Airy, Surry County, NC

We are so fortunate to be living and working in such a beautiful area of
the country. And the word is out, be-
cause over the past year it is unbeliev-
able how many families moved to this
area from all over the world. Many of
them have commented to me about
how friendly the people here are, “They
even say hello when you meet them on
the street.” From all | have heard,
every real state company in our asso-
ciation had a very successful year. The
national news media keeps predicting
a slow down in the real estate market
this year. If this continues, they will eventually convince everyone and this
year may be more challenging than last. But hey, that's what makes this
business so interesting.

Many thanks to Johnny Shelton, Surry County Emergency Services Di-
rector, and member of the North Carolina State Emergency Response
Team (SERT) for his presentation of the video and commentary on his
recent assignment of helping to reorganize rescue operations in New Or-
leans at our January Meeting. Estimates project that as many as one mil-
lion homes were destroyed or damaged by the hurricane. North Carolina
REALTORS® (NCAR) raised and donated over $80,000.00 to the victims
of Katrina, while overall the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR)
has raised over 3 Million.

Also many thanks to Alexis Hiatt, Executive Director of the Mount Airy
Habitat for Humanity, for her presentation of the different habitat pro-
grams, opportunities for community volunteers, the family selection proc-
ess for new Habitat Homes, and the recently opened Habitat Home Store
at our February Meeting. She encouraged the REALTORS® to help find
donors for furniture and household items to be recycled through the New
Habitat Home Shoppe. Money from the sale of the items donated to the
Home Shoppe is used to help fund the Habitat Builds. Leesa Hott, Home
Shoppe Manager, also attended the meeting.

If you missed either one of these meetings, you missed a treat. See you
at the March Meeting. Remember to use our informative web site,
www.surrymls.com, for all you real estate information needs.




